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Public Diplomacy; China's Foreign Strategy
With the development of globalization, especially the expansion of Chinese national interests in the process of globalization, religion has become more and more important for China's foreign relations and foreign strategy. As a result, public diplomacy in the field of religion has increasingly become an important way for China to disseminate its religious information, promote communication and dialogue with other peoples, shape its national religious image, and increase the national soft power and international voice. Since China's reform and opening up in the late 1970s, China's religious public diplomacy has enjoyed rapid development. Various religious exchange activities and institutional communication platforms such as the "World Buddhist Forum", "International Taoism Forum", "the Bible Ministry Exhibition of the Protestant Church in China", and bilateral and international Islamic cultural festivals and so on, have appeared. All of these have a positive effect on exhibiting the religious policy and practice of China in the international community. However, because China's religious public diplomacy started relatively late, religion as a resource for foreign relations as well as Chinese society has not been fully exploited, and there is still a long way for China to transfer from a country of rich religious resources to a religiously powerful country. The author points out that currently religious groups, academia, and government constitute the main body of Chinese religious public diplomacy, and a pattern of divisions has been gradually formed in which religious groups can implement programs, academia may offer advices, and governments could coordinate; and that the three sectors share resources, work together and have positive interaction which will significantly promote religious public diplomacy of the country.
Religion and China's Public Diplomacy
In the past, public diplomacy usually refers to the diplomatic way that a government transmits its values and positive information to foreign public, closes the cognitive and emotional gap between its people and the foreign public, increases mutual understanding, and shapes public opinions of other countries through a variety of means, including cultural exchange programs and news media, in order to enhance the international image and influence of the country and promote its national interests. The most striking feature of public diplomacy is "direct contact with foreign publics rather than foreign government" (Seib, P., 2009: vii) . Traditional public diplomacy in general comprises the following three elements: 1) government as the main subject; 2) foreign citizens as the main object; 3) for the purpose of influencing international public opinion and improving the image of the country. Public diplomacy in the current era of globalization pays more attention to the diversity of the subjects and the bilateral nature of communication, especially the dialogue and cooperation. It promotes "listening" rather than "monologue", "contact" rather than "target", civil society network pattern rather than state-centered hierarchical mode, as well as the popularization and computerization of transmission vehicles and networks. This is known as the new public diplomacy or the second generation of public diplomacy. Increasingly defined as "public diplomacy" carried out by the public, rather than just "public diplomacy" targeting the public (Hocking, B., 2005: 32) , the new public diplomacy clearly can better reflect the universality, flexibility, diversity, participatory, and interactive features of public diplomacy, which has already become a part of foreign strategy of many countries. ① ① There are numerous works on public diplomacy and new public diplomacy.
In addition to the above works, please also see Han Fangming, ed., Public Diplomacy, Beijing: Peking University Press, 2011. For religion and China's Since the end of the cold war, especially since the 9/11, religion's importance has risen sharply in international relations. It has already become an inevitable and important factor in the strategic considerations of national security and foreign policy in various countries. Therefore, in their foreign relations and foreign strategic considerations, public diplomacy associated with national religious image, or the so-called religious public diplomacy (faith diplomacy), which depends on their own religions and religious groups as the chief carrier, connecting foreign religious organizations and believers as the main object, and largely concerning about religion and relevant issues, is also gradually rising.
① Religious exchange, as the interaction of ideas, values, emotions and basic attitudes between different peoples, nations and regions, its influence is more profound and lasting than political alliances and economic exchanges based on realistic and material interests. In addition, the features of religion, such as community, grassroots, universal and continued existence, are totally compatible with the basic attributes of public diplomacy. Therefore, religion is a natural field for public diplomacy.
Although the concept of public diplomacy originated in the 
II. Religious Groups and Public Diplomacy
With the continuous development of religions in China, the role of religion in the country's public diplomacy and people-to-people exchanges is also developing. The main task of China's religious public diplomacy in the near future is to bridge the gap between the international religious image of China or the public impression on China's religious policy abroad and the actual religious situation in China.
In terms of social environment of the religions' going abroad, the religious groups in China are actively participating in national construction, trying to adapt to the Chinese society, and integrate themselves in the "mainstream" of the country's social and political life. A marginalized religion or a religion that is persecuted in its own country, such as the Baha'i in Iran, is not only unhelpful to the country's image, but also a negative equity of the country's foreign relations. Thus, to become a carrier and resource of China's foreign relations, religions and major religious groups in China must fulfill the following conditions: the religious belief and religious groups receive common respect and recognition in the society and among the public; the party and the government's religious policy, especially that of religious freedom is implemented; religious leaders and believers fully play their roles in social and economic development; harmonious relationship exists between religions, religion and society, and religion and state, etc. To be credible to others, we shall first put our own house in order. Otherwise, religions' going abroad can only be mere formality and hard to sustain, not to mention being able to play any possible role in promoting China's international image.
As carriers of public diplomacy, religious groups need to emphasize their autonomy and spontaneity. The new and upgraded public diplomacy gradually turns from government-led into civilian-led; it extends from one-way transmission to two-way dialogue, presenting a situation of multi-layered relationship, including government to people, people to people, and people to government, and all of these can improve the effectiveness of public Chinese religions and religious groups should strengthen their capacity in conducting external exchanges, including theological construction, academic research, institutional development, and social services. Otherwise, they can hardly compete with others and exert any significant influence if they go abroad. Religion's impact depends on certain material conditions. Without infrastructure, logistical and hardware support, religious soft power is impossible.
In today's world, the United States is the country which is most capable to project its religious influence around the world. When the United States "exports democracy" to the world, it also exports its religious ideas through its religious entrepreneurs, philanthropy, religious media, faith-based NGOs, and various missionary societies Micklethwait, J. & Wooldridge, A., 2011: 226-234) . If
China's religion and religious groups want to achieve something in the field of foreign exchange, they must also increase their investment or be allowed to invest in their own institutions, theological seminaries, media, charities, NGOs and other religious infrastructure or hardware. When the religious groups on the mainland conduct external exchanges, they can refer to and learn from the religious groups in Taiwan, especially Buddhist social services, relief activities, volunteer system, internationalizing efforts, and other experience.
Chinese religions' "going out" should be based on specific conditions and follow a gradual process, focusing on real effect, instead of conducting various "image" projects. The focus of the religious foreign exchange should be gradually turned from the courtesy visits to substantial cooperation, from the church hierarchy to the common believers at the grass-roots level, from overseas Chinese to foreign public, from providing religious goods to public to providing public goods in the field of religion, in order to level up Chinese religions' international appeal from the "sacred articles" 
III. Religious Public Diplomacy and Academia
Religious public diplomacy should also become a stage for the Chinese academic community. For a long time, due to various reasons, religious studies have been regarded as the "forbidden area" or an ignored research subject in colleges and universities in China. Since the reform and opening, religious studies began to "desensitize", and hold an increasingly visible position in an academic community which formerly explained religion as an epiphenomenal, insignificant, incidental factor of social existence waiting to die out (Xu, Y., 2013: 402-405 ).
However, for academic circles to truly become the "think tank", and "talent pool" of China's religious public diplomacy, this think-tank will need to develop the following abilities September 24). Fourth, the ability to guide public opinion and to make recommendations to the government. Due to the abundance of information and spread of religions, there is the so-called "detailed ignorance" phenomenon, namely, the relevant figures, including scholars and officials who are familiar with religious events at home and abroad, especially the details of the violent events, but they lack the framework to understand and interpret these events under the overall context (Kimball, C., 2011: 7-8 
IV. Government and Religious Public Diplomacy
In China's public diplomacy, the role of government is indispensable, and this is especially true in the field of religion. At present, many countries in the world treat religion as an important resource of their foreign policy and external relations; for example, the United States in recent decades has witnessed a trend of religionization of its foreign policy (Xu, Y., 2009: 33-35) . Since the end of the Cold War, especially since the 9/11 terrorist attacks, American foreign and security establishments have started to look at religion from the national security and strategic perspective and this security consideration is also reflected in relations with China (Xu, Y., 2013: 29-30) . During the national prayer breakfast on February 6, 2014, President Barack Obama reemphasized criticism in some countries' religious policy (including China). He said that religious freedom "is a matter of national security" of the United States, and to preserve the freedom "is a key goal of American foreign policy" (Jackson, D., 2014: February 6) . resources, but also begin to provide academic support and counseling for the making of religious policy in the country, including the policy on religious public diplomacy. The dynamic interaction of government, academia, and religions in the field of religious studies has showed a feasible prospect of resource integration and cooperation in the field of religious public diplomacy.
With respect to setting up crisis management mechanisms, the Chinese government's role is more prominent. In the information age of globalization, all kinds of unexpected events in the field of religion will be immediately amplified due to the spread of a variety of traditional and emerging media, causing the negative international public opinion which is sufficient to destroy the international image and public diplomacy purposefully built by a government. The modern information transmission will lead to the simple and one-sided but strong visual effect, which is enough to blur official statements. One of the biggest tests of public diplomacy in the information age is whether it can quickly provide immediate and effective responses to the related events, especially during emergencies. Therefore, the Chinese government departments should establish a crisis management mechanism in the field of religion to form effective and early crisis alert, information disclosure and public opinion guidance system, and mobilize all social forces, including academic institutions and emerging media to participate in the handling of public events, and to improve the efficiency of religious public crisis management by normalization and lifting up the level of specialization.
To sum up, with the rapid growth of national strength and the government's comprehensive promotion on official diplomacy, economic exchanges, people-to-people exchanges and cultural exchanges, a basic pattern of divisions for Chinese religious public diplomacy is being formed in which religious groups can implement programs, academia may offer recommendations and suggestions, and government could coordinate, and that the three sectors share resources, work together and have positive interaction which will significantly promote religious public diplomacy of the country, as well as having a positive influence on China's overall diplomacy.
